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the commandant of the regiment, in 1804 at
Seringapatam, wrote: " It is still unknown who gave
the fatal wound to the sultaun. The invaluable
string of pearls he wore round his neck was the
prize of the soldier; but it has never been produced
and traced. He (Tippu) had been many years
collecting this, always taking off an inferior pearl
when he could purchase one of more value."
The Christenau family never showed any sign
of possessing great and unusual wealth. They
settled in South India and remained in a position
suitable to a pensioner in the Company's service.
Tippu was accompanied by a trusted servant
named Rajah Khan, who was wounded and fell
with his master, but was not killed. It is possible
that he may have taken the pearls and any other
jewels Tippu might have been wearing to give
them to his sons the young princes. As more than
a century has elapsed since the loss it is unlikely
that the mystery of their disappearance will ever
be solved.
It was necessary for ^ political reasons that
Tippu's body should be found and identified. He
was discovered under a heap of dead in the gate-
way where he fell. His turban was missing, and
the only ornament he wore was an amulet fastened